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• Research is her passion
• Teaming up to stamp out cancer one step at a time
• Exceptional evaluation committees
• The latest from the Scientific Affairs Committee
• Unforgettable evenings with Read for the Cure

Despite the challenges brought on by the pandemic,
the Cancer Research Society has continued to be
very active. For starters, we decided to continue our
fundraising activities. To this end, we have launched
a major campaign under the theme, Cancer doesn’t
take a break, to raise awareness of the vulnerability
of people with cancer in this time of pandemic and
to salute their courage and that of their loved ones.
We have also virtually held the seven evaluation
committees for research projects on various types
of cancer, enabling us to award our annual
operating grants to outstanding researchers and
our grants for the next generation of scientists.
We are very proud of this, because despite the
complexity of the situation, researchers across
the country need our support and that of our
generous donors more than ever.
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Cancer doesn’t take
a break
This year, the Cancer Research Society is celebrating
its 75th anniversary by going through an unexpected
global crisis. We are only now beginning a gradual,
but slow return to a new normality, one mask at
a time. The pandemic, when you think about it
carefully, will have had two very opposite effects:
firstly, we have all been destabilised by forced
confinement and a pause in social life as we knew it.
On the other hand, COVID-19 forced us to rethink
our ways, to be more ingenious than ever and
to adapt to a new reality.
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It is in this context that we present the touching
story of the four Passchier sisters who created
a unique event to raise funds for cancer research.
In this issue of our newsletter, you will also have
the opportunity to meet a committed and passionate
researcher, Vikki Ho, as well as Dr. Mark Basik,
our new Scientific Advisory Committee President,
who is also a physician and researcher recognized
by the entire Canadian scientific community.
We also invite you to learn more about the
advantages of planned giving and our fundraising
campaigns, featuring five evenings with Read
for the Cure, while not forgetting to salute our
precious key partners.
In closing, I know that because of you, our dear
donors, the founders of this Society would be
delighted to see that we are more determined than
ever to fund the best cancer projects in the country,
because the key to fighting this disease starts
with research.
Thank you once again for supporting us,
and happy reading!

Manon Pepin
President and
Chief Executive Officer

THE REAL IMPACT
OF YOUR DONATIONS
— DURING THESE
UNCERTAIN TIMES

RESEARCHER
profile

Cancer research is her passion
“The main objective of my research is to study the risks of exposure to toxic products in the workplace and to identify factors that
could prevent cancer.”
“Research is fundamental. It’s so important to be able to understand how to prevent the onset of a disease from the beginning so
that we can live longer, healthier lives,” says Vikki Ho.
Ho, a researcher at the Centre hospitalier de l’Université de
Montréal’s research centre, is a recipient of a salary grant from
the Cancer Research Society’s Research and Prevention Group
in Environment-Cancer program. She is one of Canada’s leading
epidemiologists studying the impact of environmental factors
on the risk of developing cancer.
When choosing her specialization early in her career, Dr. Ho
says she “wanted to study in a field that would have a real impact.
I knew there were things we could do to prevent cancer.”
“This is why I have focused my research on prevention and epidemiology in order to analyze and understand the risks to which
the population is exposed or the behaviours it could adopt to
prevent the development of a possible cancer,” she says.
Epidemiology requires vast studies of a very large number of
people in order to analyze the frequency and distribution of health
problems over time and space, as well as the role of the factors that
determine them. By following certain groups among the population over an extended period of time, sometimes several decades,
epidemiologists can extrapolate this information in order to make
appropriate changes for people as a whole.

“The main objective of my research is to study the risks of exposure to toxic products in the workplace and to identify factors
that could prevent cancer,” says Dr. Ho. “When we talk about the
environment, it is a term that is used to encompass a variety of
factors to which we are exposed and over which we have no
control. My work focuses particularly on so-called occupational
exposure. This involves observing people who are exposed to
pollutants or chemicals to a greater extent than the general population, and studying these workers to help detect cancer and do
appropriate follow up.”
Subsequently, studies are carried out to specify the dose of exposure and, at the same time, we work with experts in various
scientific fields, such as toxicology, to determine the effects of a
certain dosage of pollutants
on the human body”.
“The main objective of
Future data from this
my research is to study
research will have a real
impact on people’s lives -the risks of exposure
hence why it is so important
to toxic products in the
workplace and to identify for the public to take an interest in science and invesfactors that could
ting in cancer research.
prevent cancer.”
“But cancer is a slowgrowing disease. We need
these studies to continue for 10, 20, sometimes 30 years before we
can analyze some of the effects of exposure to chemicals in our
work environment.”
In closing, let’s remember that research has proven that cancer survival has increased depending on each type of cancer. At
the beginning of the 1990s, the five-year survival rate was only
55%; it is now about 63%. We must, therefore, continue to fund
research projects, such as those of Dr. Ho. This is the only possible
way to fight this disease.
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A DONOR’S
story

Teaming up to stamp out
cancer one step at a time
Catelyn, Michelle, April and Cassandra Passchier know better
than anyone that there can never be enough time when it comes
a loved one, as they lost their mother to cancer in 2006. Knowing
that research could have a real impact on people’s lives, they decided in 2011 to honour their mother by raising funds for cancer
research.
For almost five years,
“Our mother was able to
stay with us for 11 more they participated in annual
races and other fundraising
years thanks to cancer
initiatives aimed at fighting
research. But there is
cancer. However, they also
still so much to learn
realized that with the tremenabout cancer.”
dous support they received
from their families and close
friends, they had the ability to raise large amounts of money and
had more control over how those funds would be invested.
“After the event, we would finish the day and do nothing more.
Until next year’s event, we didn’t have it in mind. So we said: “No!
Let’s get down to business!” Not just because people have been
supporting us since our mother’s death, but because we believe in
cancer research,” says Michelle.
“Our mother was able to stay with us for 11 more years thanks to
cancer research. But there is still so much to learn about cancer.”
The Cancer Research Society, meanwhile, gave them a challenge
to raise $60,000 over four years to fund a fellowship for a researcher who wished to conduct research on the type of cancer of their
choice. For its part, the Society has committed to investing an
equivalent amount to fund a project for two years.
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“This is great! Thanks to this twinning, the cost is zero. 100% of
every dollar will go directly to research. That was one of the things
that was very important to us, that everything went directly to the
cause of our choice.”
That’s how the Passchier sisters created their walking event,
Walk 4 A Cure. They have made it an annual event, and with the
support of their entourage, they have organized other events, such
as dodgeball tournaments and photo shoots for calendars. Thanks
to their dedication, they were able to not only reach their goal, but
surpass it by raising a total of $65,300 for cancer research in four
years.
Michelle, the eldest, then set out to find the area in which they
would like to see the money invested, and together they decided
that nutrigenomics, the study of the relationship between nutrition, health and the human genome, would be the ideal choice.
“It has a lot to do with what we put into our bodies and the
expression of our genes. It was something that we felt was connected to what we can do for ourselves as individuals,” says Michelle.
The Isaiah 40:31 Commemorative Fund, named after their
mother’s favourite Bible verse, has been added to the Cancer
Research Society grants. Following a competitive process and the
recommendation of an evaluation committee of distinguished
researchers, the research project of Michael Wilson, Senior Scientist in Genetics and Genome Biology at Sick Kids Hospital for
Children in Toronto, was selected.
The Passchier sisters not only succeeded in funding this innovative research -- a project that would not have been possible
without this financial support -- they also established a link with
the researcher whose work they funded by visiting, among other
places, his laboratory. “It’s quite nice to be able to be directly
involved. None of us are really associated with science, so it was so
cool to see what they do on a day-to-day basis. It makes everything
more real,” says Michelle.
“It’s not like we’ve just made a donation and that’s it; the researchers are doing amazing work that is helping to advance cancer
research.”

SOCIETY
news

The latest from the Scientific
Affairs Committee

Exceptional evaluation
committees and
research projects
In May and June 2020, the Cancer Research Society held seven
online evaluation committee meetings composed of more than
100 researchers across the country to review all research projects
submitted for funding. Upon completion of this virtual marathon,
we are extremely proud to announce that we will award 67 operating grants and three fellowships to young scientists.
“In spite of the pandemic, our experts lent themselves to the
evaluation exercise with diligence and rigour. Solid research projects were submitted, which made the selection of finalists even
more difficult,” said Dajan O’Donnell, Senior Director of Scientific Affairs and Partnerships at the Cancer Research Society.
“I would, therefore, like to thank all the committee members for
the excellence of their work and our sincere congratulations to
the projects that stood out.”
A special edition of this newsletter will soon be distributed
to present the researchers and research projects that have been
awarded grants and awards.

The Cancer Research Society is pleased to announce the appointment of Mark Basik as Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC)
President. Dr. Basik is a surgical oncologist at the Segal Cancer
Centre, a researcher at the Lady Davis Institute and the Herbert
Black Professor of Oncology Surgery at McGill University. His
medical practice and research focus on the treatment of breast
cancer and the more invasive and difficult-to-treat forms of the
disease.
Dr. Basik and his team are studying a variety of approaches to
cancer, such as using tumour samples from his patients to identify
genes and proteins that may affect key elements of tumour biology
and resistance to existing treatments. His research aims to establish anchor points for the development of innovative therapies for
breast cancer.
“Dr. Basik has been a long-time partner of the Cancer Research
Society. After several years as an evaluator in the analysis and
allocation of the Society’s operating grants, he became a member
of the Scientific Advisory Committee in 2015. The Society is, therefore, very pleased that he has accepted to chair the SAC and
looks forward to working with him to help us determine the best
directions for the Society’s scientific affairs for the years to come,”
said Dajan O’Donnell, Senior Director of Scientific Affairs and
Partnerships at the Cancer Research Society.
At the same time, the Society would like to extend its sincere
thanks to Dr. Michel Tremblay for his three-year term as SAC
Chair. “Under his impetus and leadership, the Society has more
than ever reaffirmed its willingness to support basic research
while exploring new avenues, such as drug repositioning and
translational research,” said Manon Pepin, President and Chief
Executive Officer of the Society.
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MAJOR AND PLANNED GIFTS

Your past…

A PRESENT FOR US!

The COVID-19 events of the last few months and the too many
deaths linked to this pandemic have made many of us wonder
about the end of our lives. Confinement gives us time to reflect on
this serious matter, causing us to pause about writing our will or
updating it. For some people, making a will may seem premature.
However, it is a responsible gesture towards ourselves and our
loved ones.
Drawing up a will is the best way
to make yourself heard despite your
“Is my will up
absence. This document allows you
to date?”
to express your wishes now regarding
the distribution of your assets after your death. You can designate
the person or persons to whom these assets will be bequeathed
and shared by loved ones in your inheritance. It should also be
updated as needed.

Let’s take the example
of Mr. Gable, a widower
with two children, who decides
to make a bequest of $20,000
to the Society in his will.

It can be especially difficult to prepare a will from a distance.
Social distancing and the difficulty of accessing professional
services in person are a fact of life during a pandemic. Notaries
and lawyers are considered essential services. In addition, since
this spring, it has been possible to sign digital notarial deeds
during virtual meetings. So there is no reason not to make a will
or make changes to it.
A bequest to a foundation, such as the Cancer Research Society,
can reduce the amount of tax payable on your estate.
Let’s do a simple calculation. If you donate 5% of your assets
upon your death to the Cancer Research Society, we will provide a receipt to your estate, which will be entitled to a tax credit
representing close to 50% of the amount donated. The donation
will therefore cost only 2.5% of your estate and your heirs will
receive 97.5% of the capital of the estate after tax.

Upon the death of Mr. Gable

No bequest

Bequest of $20,000

Money in a current account

$160,000

$160,000

Pension and RRSP income (taxable)

$240,000

$240,000

Value of the estate

$400 000

$400 000

Tax payable (±50%)

($120,000)

($120,000)

Donation to the CRS

$0

($20,000)

Tax credit (50% of donation) 		

$10,000

Total bequest

$280,000

$270,000

Amount paid to each of the two children

$140,000

$135,000

Each child will receive $5,000 less,
equivalent to less than 2.5% of the estate.

›
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To discuss the various planned giving options
and their many advantages, contact our advisor,
Réginald Godin, at 1 866 343-2262 ext. 248 rgodin@src-crs.ca

A big

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS
The Cancer Research Society would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank all
the partners at our recent events who support us in our work and without whom we
could not fund innovative research projects from coast to coast. Over the past few
months, in the midst of the pandemic, you have been at our side, in solidarity,
and we thank you from the bottom of our hearts.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ADDENDA CAPITAL
APOLLO MICROWAVES
ANDREWS ENGINEER
BCF S.E.N.C.R.L.
BENNY & CO.
BELL CANADA
BRUCE KENT GROUP
CN
DELOITTE
DESJARDINS SÉCURITÉ FINANCIÈRE
FINANCIÈRE SUN LIFE

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

FOODTASTIC
GROUPE DE COURTAGE OMNI LTÉE
GROUPE GELOSO
HYDRO-QUÉBEC
LA CAGE BRASSERIE SPORTIVE
LA GRANDE ROUE DE MONTRÉAL
LE CABINET DE RELATIONS
PUBLIQUES NATIONAL
• MARKHAM WATERLOO MENNONITE
CONFERENCE INC.
• PAPER LABEL

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

RBC DOMINION SECURITIES
RBC MARCHÉS DES CAPITAUX
SOBEYS INC.
SOCIÉTÉ DE GESTION COGIR
SPEIGEL SOHMER
TFI INTERNATIONAL
WELLINGTON LABORATORIES INC
WESTMOUNT GALLERY

ON OUR NETWORKS
Cancer doesn’t take a break
This summer, the Cancer Research Society launched a video
campaign featuring Stéphane Rousseau, comedian, actor, host
and painter, as well as spokesperson for the Society’s Challenge
program, Pierre Cayouette, journalist, writer and director of Éditions
La Presse, Christine Biggar, co-founder of the Read for the Cure
event, and Tara Slone, a well-known artist and host from the world
of sports. This campaign is a reminder that even in times of
pandemic, cancer doesn’t take a break.
› Watch it on the Society’s YouTube channel
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READ FOR THE CURE

5 unique events - 15 outstanding authors - 15 personal stories
Read for the Cure is a national literary event series which harnesses a collective energy and passion for reading to raise money for
essential research into the environmental links to cancer. Since 2007, Read for the Cure has raised over $1.6 million for the Cancer
Research Society’s Environment-Cancer Fund.
This year, the events are held virtually. When you register for a Read for the cure event, you get:
Access to three award-winning authors at an exclusive virtual event, three amazing books delivered to your door when ordered in
advance, a post-event recording, an entry into special giveaways and so much more! There is still time to register! For all details or
to register, please visit our website / www.ReadfortheCure.ca

SUPPORT THE CANCER RESEARCH
SOCIETY EACH TIME YOU MAKE
A PURCHASE
Every time you make a purchase with your BMO Cancer Research Society
Mastercard, you receive AIR MILES®† reward miles or cash back. The Cancer
Research Society also benefits from contributions at no cost to you. There are
four options available, two of which have no annual fees. Over the past 20
years, this collaboration has allowed our organization to raise more than $2
million to advance cancer research. For more information on this program
or to choose the card that suits you best, visit our website

Let’s support our

#EVERYDAYCANCERHEROES
Don’t miss our fundraising initiative, launched in November,
as we focus on cancer heroes who are making a difference
on a daily basis. These heroes are researchers, individuals,
and companies involved in the cause, and they also include
cancer patients. Become an #EverydayCancerHeroes and
donate today online
Thank you for supporting our heroes.

Richard is funding research
#everydaycancerheroes

P.O. Box 4613, Stn E
Ottawa ON, K1S 1P7
1 866 343-2262
info@src-scr.ca
www.CancerResearchSociety.ca
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Follow us on

